April 5, 1989 LB 161

with the EPA, Nr. Norris Kay, who is the Directer of the Kansas
City Office of the EPA, and we worked out what we thought was a

good piece of legislation, LB161. After the introduction of

the bill, there became a need, | think, by some groups to
wi thdraw their support or have their support for the bill \aver
somewhat. There is a certain anpunt of nervousness that | sense
by some of the farm organizations and, inparticular, the
fertilizer organization that we zre npvi ng too quickly on this
particular piece of | egislation, even though the first
dlscu55|_0n of this was some 10to 15 years ago. | think it is
about time we stood up and took part in ?his program but it

doesn't appear as if | have enough support right nowto proceed

with the bill. I have introduced, previous to this time, gan
interimstudy resolution that the department or the Ag Commi ttee

is going to do this summer to continue the di scussion between us
and t he departm’ent or the EPA. The ri mary concern | think is,

one, what kind of control that we will havée oy r the program if
it is a federalprograminplenmented by the state, and, number
two, the concern of the funding level that the EPA will provide
in matching fundsto the State of Nebraska in carrying out the
program Because of that, | feel it is necessary to at least
lay the bill over until next year, and in the meantine, the
Ag Committee will have an opportunity to di scuss these concerns

with EPA officials, and continue the dialogue |I believe with our

farm organi zations and our chemical organizationsacross the
state. There are those, | want to g you, because | have

spoken with them there are those in the chemcal industry that
want to see the state take over this program There has been
some suggestion that ppopody wants the program that is not

necessarily the case, but | {hink that we are movin in a
directio n in which we wi Il eventually become part 0¥ \%lnat man,

other states have already done in taking over the program
at this tine, | have made a pledge to the organi zations involved
that would be i mpacted by this legislation that we would nove
slowly on it and make sure that everyone's concerns were
properly —heard by the committee, and “by me, as principal
introducer of 161. | would like to see the bill maintain its
place in the order on General File for n xt year, gg that after
the study has been conpleted by the conmittee 5nqwe have had a
chance to research sone of the concerns that people have, \yecan
come back in here andhave a gooddiscussion as to the inpact

that this bill will have on the state and upon the protection of
our groundwater and soil in this state, which have been
suffering in certain cases because of cont ami nation, poth
natural and Dby application chemcals. So with that,
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